
Do we suffer from “Spiritual Blindness” 
while on the Road? 

Acts of the Apostles 9:1 – 9 – Saul’s Conversion.  

Now Saul, still breathing murderous threats against the disciples of the Lord, went 
to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, that, if 
he should find any men or women who belonged to the Way, he might bring them 
back to Jerusalem in chains. On his journey, as he was nearing Damascus, a light 
from the sky suddenly flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” He said, “Who 
are you, sir?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Now get 
up and go into the city and you will be told what you must do.” The men who were 
traveling with him stood speechless, for they heard the voice but could see no one. 
Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing; 
so they led him by the hand and brought him to Damascus. For three days he was 
unable to see, and he neither ate nor drank.  
 

 
Paul persecuted Christians under the authority of Judaism; and arrested Jewish 
Christians, but had no authority over Gentile Christians. Paul’s “blindness” 
reminds us of Christ’s teachings on spiritual blindness. As long as Paul saw 
things from his own perspective, he was spiritually blind. Only by having his 
vision taken away does Paul truly see Christ in glory and truth. 



 The scales falling from Paul's eyes symbolized a spiritual transformation 
that allowed him to see the truth. Once he knew the truth, there was no going 
back. 

 Saul witnessed the risen Christ, which fulfilled the qualification of an 
apostle (Acts 1:21-22). Only those who had seen the risen Christ could 
testify to his resurrection. 

Acts 1:21 – 22 – So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John 
until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become 
with us a witness to his resurrection.” 

Instantly, Saul understood that Jesus was the true Messiah and that he had helped 
murder and imprison innocent people. Despite his previous beliefs as a Pharisee, 
he now knew the truth about God and was obligated to obey him. Paul's 
conversion proves that God can call and transform anyone he chooses, even the 
most hard-hearted. 

Jesus did not distinguish between his church and his followers, and himself. 
Jesus told Saul he had been persecuting him. Anyone who persecutes 
Christians, or the Christian church, is persecuting Christ himself. 

 

A similar story before Paul’s conversion… 
Luke 24: 13 – 35 
 
Like many of us, the disciples on the road to Emmaus were lost after seeing their 
hopes, dreams, goals and principles instantly taken away so that they were now 
living in fear for their lives. The horror and shock of the Crucifixion had 
overwhelmed all hope and threatened the teachings of love and compassion Jesus 
had sought to instill.  
 
1. Do we have any modern-day horrors or events that overwhelm us or our 

hope?  
2. Do the teachings of Jesus seem futile in the face of terrorism, 

migrant/border crises, political polarization, weakening of the Church, 
etc.?  

3. Do we find ourselves on that road to Emmaus? 
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Luke 24: 15 – 16 – And it happened that while they were conversing and debating, 
Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented from 
recognizing him. 

Something happens on the road. Christ joins and walks beside the disciples, breaks 
bread with them, and opens their hearts and minds with his Word so powerfully, 
that the world is no longer overwhelming to them. Note the world situation has 
not changed at all, but the hearts of the disciples have.  
 
Luke 24: 30 – 32 – And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took 
bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. With that their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him, but he vanished from their sight. Then they said 
to each other, “Were not our hearts burning [within us] while he spoke to us on the 
way and opened the scriptures to us?” 

For any of us on our own path, or road to Jesus, our hearts also must be 
overwhelmed by this same meeting with God. Jesus also walks beside us, breaks 
bread with us, and wants to opens our hearts with his Word just like he did on that 
road to Emmaus 2,000 years ago. 
 
Nothing has changed, except now we are the ones walking the road. 

 



Some Christmas Facts: 

 

 



The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. In the song, Christ is 
symbolically presented as a mother partridge which feigns injury to decoy 
predators from her helpless nestlings, much in memory of the expression of 
Christ’s sadness over the fate of Jerusalem: “Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often 
would I have sheltered thee under my wings; as a hen does her chicks, but thou 
wouldst not have it so.” 
 
The meaning of the other symbols: 
 2 Turtle Doves = The Old and New Testaments. 
 3 French Hens = Faith, Hope and Charity, the three Theological Virtues. 
 4 Calling Birds = the Four Gospels and/or the Four Evangelists. 
 5 Golden Rings = The first five Books of the Old Testament, the “Pentateuch”, 

which gives the history of man’s fall from grace (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers & Deuteronomy). 

 6 Geese A-laying = the six days of creation. 
 7 Swans A-swimming = the seven gifts of the holy spirt 

(wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of God) and/or the 
seven sacraments.  

 8 Maids A-milking = the eight beatitudes (Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the meek: for they shall possess the 
land. Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are they 
that hunger and thirst after justice: for they shall have their fill. Blessed are the 
merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the clean of heart: for they 
shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children 
of God. Blessed are they that suffer persecution for justice’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven). 

 9 Ladies Dancing = the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit (love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control). 

 10 Lords A-leaping = the ten commandments. 
 11 Pipers Piping = the eleven faithful apostles. 
 12 Drummers Drumming = the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle’s 

Creed (1. I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. : 2. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. : 3. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. : 4. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. : 5. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. : 6. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. : 7. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. : 8. I believe in the Holy Spirit, : 9. the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, : 10. the forgiveness of sins, : 11. the 
resurrection of the body, : 12. and the life everlasting). 
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